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Velvet Foundation Welcomes Ingrid Duran to Board of Directors
Washington, DC - January 18, 2012 – Ingrid Duran joins the board of directors of the Velvet Foundation, the 501(c) 3 non-profit organization founded in 2007 that acts to preserve the heritage of LGBT people through the establishment of a national museum.  “I am honored to be part of this vital foundation that will capture the stories, challenges, and triumphs of our community and serve to ground our place in history,” says Duran. “It will also be an incredible resource for LGBT youth who all too often feel they are alone.” 
Ingrid Duran is also a board member of the Futuro Media Group. She served as the first gay Latina board member of the Human Rights Campaign, as a board member and chair of the National Hispana Leadership Institute, and as a board member of The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD). Duran has received numerous accolades for her efforts in addressing the concerns of the LGBT and Latino communities. Duran and her life partner, Catherine Pino, run D&P Creative Strategies, a boutique consulting firm that focuses on government affairs, public affairs, and strategic philanthropy. Through their work, they amplify the voices of the Latino & LGBT communities. They also co-founded PODER PAC, a political action committee whose mission is to increase the number of Latina elected officials at all levels of government. 
Tim Gold, Velvet Foundation’s CEO, knows Ingrid Duran will benefit the not-for-profit.
"We are extremely pleased to have the involvement of such an accomplished, forward thinking new member,” says Gold. “Ingrid has always strived to advocate the rights for LGBT and Latino communities. Her participation as board member in the Velvet Foundation acts as another way for her to lend her support to the [LGBT] community, and we are enthused to have her working with us. She could not be a more perfect fit.” 
Ingrid Duran is Executive Producer of “The Latino List,” an HBO documentary about Latinos who have contributed to the diverse fabric of America and who represent the only growing demographic in the U.S. Duran is currently collaborating on other documentaries to be released over this year and next.
About the National Museum
Over the past 40 years, the American LGBT community has found its voice, which is today sustained by myriad activist and social organizations throughout the country. However, this progress has not been reflected in mainstream museum practices and policies. The LGBT experience rarely appears in museum collections, exhibitions, or public programs, keeping LGBT material culture invisible to the museum-visiting public.
The envisioned Museum will bring the LGBT experience onto the museum floor, opening new doors of learning and understanding to place LGBT people in history. 
Mission
The National Museum of LGBT History and Culture will be a forum for the identification, study, and dissemination of the social, historical, and cultural contributions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community—and its relation to mainstream society—through collections, exhibitions, research, publications, and public programs.
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